
Year 3 – Add and subtract numbers mentally, 
including: a three-digit number and 1s; a three-
digit number and 10s; a three-digit number and 
100s. Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 
digits, using formal written methods of columnar 
addition and subtraction; Estimate the answer to a 
calculation and use inverse operations to check 
answers; Solve problems, including missing number 
problems, using number facts, place value, and 
more complex addition and subtraction.

Year 5 - Add and subtract whole numbers with 
more than 4 digits, including using formal written 
methods (columnar addition and subtraction); Add 
and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly 
large numbers; Use rounding to check answers to 
calculations and determine, in the context of a 
problem, levels of accuracy.

Year 4 – Maths – Addition and subtraction

Add and subtract 1s, 10s, 100s, 
1000s

Round to estimate

Key questions

What is ___ rounded to 
the nearest 100?

Can you estimate the 
following equation by 
rounding?

Subtract the following 
using a number line…

The answer is ___. What 
is the question?

Links to other learning



Year 4 – Maths – Addition and subtraction

Subtract 4-digit 
numbers

Add 4-digit numbers Key vocabulary

Efficient subtraction


