
Year 2 – Recall and use addition and 
subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and 
derive and use related facts up to 100; 
Add and subtract numbers using 
concrete objects, pictorial 
representations, and mentally, including:

• a two-digit number and 1s

• a two-digit number and 10s

• 2 two-digit numbers

• adding 3 one-digit numbers;

Show that addition of 2 numbers can be 
done in any order (commutative) and 
subtraction of 1 number from another 
cannot; use inverse to check 
calculations.

Year 4 – Add and subtract numbers 
with up to 4 digits using the formal 
written methods of columnar addition 
and subtraction where appropriate; 
Estimate and use inverse operations to 
check answers to a calculation; Solve 
addition and subtraction two-step 
problems in contexts, deciding which 
operations and methods to use and why.

Year 3 – Maths – Addition and subtraction

Key vocabulary Estimate

Key questions
Estimate the following sum…
Solve ___ using column addition.
Subtract ___ from ___ using column 
subtraction.
Will exchanging be needed in the following 
question? Explain how you know.

Links to other learning



Year 3 – Maths – Addition and subtraction

3-digit and 2-digit 
numbers

3-digit and 1-digit 
numbers

3-digit numbers


